
A Beginner’s Guide 
to Prompts 

for Educators

How to Write Effective Prompts to 

Get Quality Results from AI Tools
Unlock the power of AI to transform your lesson planning and classroom instruction.

© Fall 2025 Curaited. All rights reserved. For personal educational use only. 



Beginner’s Guide to
Prompts for Educators

https://curaited.io

support@curaited.io

How to Write Effective Prompts to Get Quality Results from AI Tools

What is Prompting?

Prompting is the process of giving an AI tool (like ChatGPT, MagicSchool, or Eduaide) a clear, 
structured input that guides the type of output it produces. The quality of the response depends on 
the clarity, specificity, and context of your prompt. Think of prompts as the instructions you give the 
AI to think with you.

In short: Better prompts = better results.

Why Prompting Matters (Research Insight)

According to research from Stanford’s Center for Research on Foundation Models (CRFM) and ISTE’s AI 
standards for educators:

Prompts are an instructional design element — not just tech commands.
Teachers can use prompts to scaffold AI use for students, personalize instruction, and save planning 
time.
Clear prompts promote equity by helping all learners access high-quality outputs.

Prompt Engineering is already being recognized as a critical digital literacy skill for both educators and 
students.



Anatomy of a Good Prompt

A good prompt is like a recipe with several key ingredients. By including these elements, you give the AI 
everything it needs to generate a high-quality result.

Prompt Element Description Example

Role Tells the AI who it should be. “You are a reading specialist…”

Task Explains exactly what to do. “…generate a list of 
comprehension questions…”

Context Adds grade level, topic, 
subject, or student details.

“…for 5th grade students 
reading Esperanza Rising.”

Format/Output Tells AI how to respond. “Present the questions in a 
table with answer keys.”

Constraints Sets limitations (length, tone, 
standards).

“Use kid-friendly language. 
Keep it under 200 words.”

Foundational Prompt Tips for Teachers

Be specific: Vague prompts lead to vague answers. The more detail you provide, the better the 
result.
Set the role: AI performs better when acting as a teacher, coach, or expert.
Use tiered scaffolding: Give more support or fewer constraints based on what you want back.
Review, revise, and re-prompt: Great prompts are often refined after seeing the first result.

Use examples: Providing an example of what you’re looking for drastically improves responses. This 
technique is called few-shot prompting.



Beginner-Friendly Prompt Examples

Use Case Example Prompt

Lesson Planning You are an experienced 4th-grade teacher. 
Create a 45-minute lesson plan for a science 
lesson on plant life cycles. Include objective, 
materials, procedures, and a formative 
assessment.

Rubric Creation Generate a 4-point writing rubric for 
argumentative essays aligned with 8th-grade 
Common Core standards. Include criteria for 
organization, evidence, grammar, and voice.

Parent Email Drafting Write a professional email to a parent 
explaining that their child is missing two 
assignments in math class. Be kind, clear, and 
solution-oriented.

Student Differentiation As a special education teacher, create three 
levels of questions (basic, proficient, advanced) 
about the causes of the American Revolution 
for a 5th-grade social studies class.

Exit Ticket Generator Generate five short exit ticket questions for a 
6th-grade lesson on multiplying fractions. 
Include a mix of open-ended and multiple-
choice questions.

Prompt Refinement Here’s my prompt: [insert yours]. How can I 
improve this prompt to get better results from 
AI?



Advanced Prompting Techniques

Once you're comfortable with the basics, try these techniques to handle more complex tasks:

Iterative Prompting: Use a series of prompts to refine your output. Start with a broad request 
and then narrow it down with follow-up instructions like, "Make it more concise," "Add humor," or 
"Include a real-world example."
Chain-of-Thought Prompting: For tasks requiring reasoning (like solving a complex problem), 
instruct the AI to think step-by-step before providing the final answer. This can significantly 
increase accuracy.

Using AI Responsibly and Ethically in the Classroom

As a powerful tool, AI requires careful handling. Here are some key considerations for educators:

Check for Bias: AI models are trained on data from the internet, which can contain human 
biases. Always critically review AI-generated content for stereotypes, inaccuracies, or biased 
language.
Protect Student Data: Never input sensitive or confidential student information into a public AI 
tool. Be aware of the data privacy policies of any tools you use.
Promote Academic Integrity: Clearly define your classroom policy on AI use. Design 
assignments that encourage critical thinking and personal reflection, requiring students to use 
AI as a tool for learning, not as a replacement for it.

Human-in-the-Loop: AI should be a partner, not a replacement. Always fact-check and edit AI-
generated content to ensure it is accurate, fair, and pedagogically sound.

Bonus: Prompt Adaptation Starters

Action Prompt Starter

Reword for different grade Rewrite this text for a 2nd-grade reading level.

Turn into group work Adapt this task for a collaborative learning 
structure.

Create a visual version Turn this output into a graphic organizer 
format.

Translate or simplify Translate this into Spanish and simplify the 
vocabulary.



Ready to Practice?

Use this guide with the AI tool of your choice. Try modifying one of the prompts above, then refine 
your result with follow-up instructions. Experiment with different roles and constraints to see how 
the output changes. The more you practice, the more effective you'll become!

Still Wondering Which AI tool is Best for You?

Don't guess! We've done the research for you. Get a comprehensive 
breakdown of the top AI models to help you make an informed 
decision for your classroom.

Visit https://curaited.io/blog/ for Your AI Guide: Claude vs. Gemini vs. ChatGPT 
for Educators. Also, gain more insights, tips, and real-world examples of AI use in 
the classroom. 
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